BIRLA PUBLIC SCHOOL

MINUTES OF VINOBA MEETING (2007- 08)
A meeting of members of VINOBA with the old and present members of teaching staff was held at 5 p.m. on 09.12.07 in the Lotus Hall of the Senior Section. About 60 members of VINOBA were present. The Chief Guest for the annual day function Brigadier Katoch, an old boy was present along with the other boys of VINOBA. The president VINOBA principal   Mrs. P. Kalsy welcomed them and lauded the old Boys and their contribution for their institution as they have been associated with the school for a long time. She said that they were always welcome to give any constructive advice and critical analysis of the school or suggestions for improvement. It was the Silver Jubilee year of the 1982 batch students of the school.

1. The meeting began with the paying of homage to Mr. N. Singh Rathore, the headmaster of the Middle Section who had expired back in August, 07 and Lt. Col Anoop Bishnoi, an old boy of the school and a member of VINOBA in an accident and the son of another old boy Mr. Kuldeep Raj of 1970 batch in another road accident on the NOIDA expressway. The sad demise of the son of another old boy        Mr. Vijay Pal Godara of 1969 batch and the demise of two sons of Mr. Jaswinder Singh of the 1968 batch were all mourned by observing two minute silence. It was for this reason the cultural event by the old boys on the followings day of the annual day was cancelled.

2. Mr. J. S. Mann thanked the principal and the old boys for coming over to make the function a success. Mrs. Kalsy, the president of the VINOBA said that she had interacted with Mr. J. S. Mann and few other old boys on joining here. She thanked Mr. J.S. Mann and Brig Katoch for acceding to her request to be the Chief Guest. Such visits by the old boys of the school have the desired effect in bringing the students to the school mainstream, she said.

3. Then the election to the post of the Secretary was proposed to succeed Mr. N.Singh. The president Mrs. Pam Kalsy proposed the name of Mr. A. Singh which was seconded by Mr. Raj Singh and Col. Dahiya.

4. The new Secretary Mr. A. Singh thanked the old boys for giving him an opportunity to serve the old  boys’ body and for coming over and for their advice and their cooperation. Then minutes of the last VINOBA meeting held on 26th of November 2007 in the multi purpose Rose Hall, were read out and confirmed with the consent of all.

5. Gen. Secretary Mr. A. Singh presented a detail account of VINOBA for the year 2006-07. The president Mrs. Kalsy said that a copy of a/c would be circulated to all members.   Col. Bhatia said that the fee for the membership of VINOBA should be increased to Rs. 1000/-. It should be compulsory for all the students of class XII and optional for class X students. He said that probably the students were not being motivated to be the members. This has given rise to the problem of the funds for the activities to be undertaken. It was brought to the knowledge that in the other schools the membership fee for each student was Rs. 2500/. Mr. J.S. Mann informed that the membership fee has been raised to Rs. 1000/ and thanked the president VINOBA Mrs. Pam Kalsy and the chairman School Management Committee for their approval. It was proposed to make the life membership of VINOBA compulsory for all the students of class XII and for it the governing council would be requested to give their approval for the next batch. All present unanimously approved the same.


6. For the operation of VINOBA Bank Account the old boys suggested that there should be three signatories to the transactions in the United Commercial Bank (UCO Bank), Vidya Vihar, Pilani, Rajasthan. They would be any two of the following three:  The Vice President, Mr. Raj Singh and the Secretary VINOBA. Any two of these are authorized to transact the bank accounts on behalf of the president of VINOBA. (The Principal of BPS). This was unanimously approved and the resolution may be sent to the UCO Bank, Vidya Vihar , Pilani for necessary action.

7. Brig. Katoch said that it is an honour to be a member of VINOBA and if we start a deduction of Rs. 100 from each of the students right from class I there would be enough funds generation till  a child goes to class X . As majority of the students leave the school after X it won’t be that uncanny to have the required money. This money then can be used for looking after the old and needy members of the staff.  Mr. H. C. Pandey II suggested that there can be a contribution of Rs. 100/ by each student for the school. It can be mentioned in the school prospectus. The principal agreed & accepted the suggestion and will implement from this year to improve the old boys’ fund.

8. After the minutes of the meeting were confirmed by Mr. Raj Singh, the new teachers and the hostel superintendents introduced themselves. And the same was done by the old boys about the year of their passing out from the school. Col. Nalin Bhatia wanted top know that in the past 63 years of the existence of the school what could be the approximate no. of the students passed out from the school. A time of about 15 days was required to find out the detail. He wanted to know that in relation to that how many members of VINOBA were there. The principal assured that there would be the required detail any time soon. Col Bhatia also suggested that the school logo should be done up as it was getting eroded with time. Mr. J. S. Mann said that there were about 2500 listed old students out of which there were hardly 500 actively involved members. A large of them is in the defense forces. They  were trying to have their e.mail id’s and addresses. Then they would be clubbed up and put on the website of VINOBA. He said that the CD’s of the addresses and e-mail id’s etc can be given to those who want it. 


9. Mr. Nalin Bhatia said that the day of the annual day function should be fixed well in time and it can be on the last Saturday of November. Mr. Abhay Raj suggested it should be in the month of September. Mr. J. S. Mann said that it should be left to the school to decide a date.  Mr. Raj Singh suggested exploring the possibility to have it on 31st of August. The principal said that the weather does not agree with the celebration of such an important function. The members showed surprise at the meager deposit of the old boys’ a/c. Mr. A. Singh said that any body was welcome to contribute voluntarily to the fund.

10. Mr. Abhay Raj advised that there should be no compromise on the issue of discipline in the school. Mr. Kalsy said that there is a discipline committee in the school.              Mr. Surya Vijay Singh said that there has been disturbing news of several students about 50-60 last year being expelled from the school. Some students had banged on the car of the old boy. Mr. Raj Singh suggested that there should be the proper looking into the matter by the school authorities. Mr. J.S. Mann said that there would be a thorough enquiry after the meeting about the incident. Mr. Balbir Matolia said that there is a need of strict monitoring of the students. But it was shocking that there was no H.M. or the AHM to stop all that.  Manhandling has shown the level of the morally degraded lot of students. Mr. J. S. Mann assured a strict action would be taken against the erring people.

11. Mr. Abhay Raj raised the issue of the condition of the staff quarters, green house and the VINOBA Archives. Mrs. P. Kalsy said that the matter has been taken note of and it would be done. Mr. J.S Mann said that there is an urgent need of the restoration of the art work of the photos and sceneries. The principal said that there is provision to do it this year.

12. The students raised the question of the new type of latches in the doors and windows and the TT tables. The principal said that there were the white ants and there were the regular repairs of the glass panes and the windows and the latches. She emphasized the need to train the children to use the facilities properly. Correct use of the facilities by students can bring about a lot of correction in the field.

13. Mr. Punia said that there should be more and better quality of TT tables. The principal said that there were the TT tables but owing to its cost (about Rs 2 lacs per table) it is not possible to have the new tables so often. Maintenance is very important. Mr. Bhaskar said that there have been the tables of TT which are older than 5 years. They need to be replaced.

14. Mr. Madhukar and Mr. Dinesh said that there should be voluntary donations from the members of VINOBA and suggested to begin it. The old boys of 1982 batch said that there would be a donation from them. Others will follow the good steps. Mr. A. Singh thanked the 1982 batch boys for their silver jubilee donations. They have donated three work stations top the school. There was the photograph of the 1982 batch school students with the office bearers.


15. Brig. Katoch said that there were so many things in the minds of the students for the welfare of the staff and the poor class IV employees. He said that he had met the Old boys, the teachers and the class four employees and had smelt a sort of disenchantment among the members of the staff. He said that the school lagged behind in this respect. All should work united and the differences if any at all should be sorted out mutually. He had heard of some grouping going on in the school. It should not be there. The interest of the students who have to make a strong nation tomorrow should be the prime and there should hence be no animosity or friction among the members of the staff. He said that the old boys’ batch of the different years should be assigned the duty of the distribution of the trophies and prizes. He requested the 1983 batch to do it well in advance. The minutes of the meeting should be put on the website. He said that he had come to school after a gap of 40 years and a lot has changed since then. He said that the teachers are all equally responsible in bringing the desired level of interest and discipline in the students any where in the school campus. The games should be compulsory. The routine should be tough. Plump children should be told to run. No parents say no to games. Revise the morning time table to include games in it. We must look ahead to the next 10-15 years. We must make them proud Indians first and then the other beings. Spoken English should be emphasized.

16. The Principal assured them of all that could be done and the results would come by the end of the session. Mr. J.S.Mann thanked all the boys for coming over to the school and the President (Principal), the General Secretary and all others for extending them a nice hospitality. 

       Mrs. Pam Kalsy
       Mr. J. S. Mann

    Mr. Attar Singh
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